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Blue Ribbon Commission

7. Change the current approach to writing 
assessment

To elevate the importance of writing throughout the curriculum, the current 4th, 7th, and 
10th grade writing assessments need to be replaced with a k-12 writing assessment system 
that includes authentic and on demand writing assignments, appropriate to each grade 
level and backmapped from the graduation project.  The DPI is to provide rubrics, aligned 
with the writing rubric used for the graduation project, for LEA’s to use in assessing these 
K-12 writing assignments.  Writing samples will be housed and scored locally, and DPI 
staff will conduct random audits to ensure compliance with on-going writing assessments.  
The DPI is to provide training and professional development to educators to ensure fidelity 
to the writing assessment process at each grade level.                                                                                     
Framework for Change: The Next Generation of Assessments and Accountability 

www.ncpublicschools.org/sbe_meetings/revisions/2008/pdfs/gcs2rev.pdf      



How to Implement?

Entire state participate in pilot program for 2008-09 
school year

18 counties to participate in online pilot

These counties use the moodle for storage, uploading, and 
retrieval of student work.

Stanly County School participated in the online pilot

Each School District will sets up the testing timeline



Let’s Moodle

NCRegistration used as the registration tool for 
both teachers and students

Teachers are entered individually while students 
were bulk filled through NCRegistration

Teachers use Moodle to complete Writing Across 
the Curriculum and Assessing Writing Skills in 
the 21st Century

Teachers use Moodle to enter scores for students



Login to Moodle



New NC Writing Standards

Students are no longer tested just once in 4th, 
7th and 10th grades

Students in 4th and 7th are assessed 4 times a 
year

Two are content based writings and two are on 
demand writings



Student Moodle

Students are given unique user names and 
passwords

We did not allow them to keep them

Students log into Moodle and upload Content 
writing

Students log into Moodle and actually do the On-
Demand writing



Content Writings

Prompt can be controlled locally

Various prompts can be used per school

Students planned, wrote, typed

Teachers gave feedback

Students edited and then uploaded final 
assessment



On Demand Writing

Students are given 95 minutes to plan, type, and 
complete the assessment

Each student has timer on their computer that 
shows the amount of time left for them

If student logs off, time does not stop

They can move to another computer

After 95 minutes, the computer automatically 
times out



What did we find with Students ?

Students using instant message language when typing an 
assignment

Punctuation and organization of content needed 
improvement

Planning and elaboration were also areas of concern

Collaborating the content ares (Language Arts      Science)

Editing Skills



Grading Process



Benefits of Moodle Submission

Assessing 4 times a year give the teachers an idea of where to go 
with the writing

Do not make this extra, make it part of your regular class

Caused more communication between not just 7th grade team 
but entire school about writing

Students enjoyed typing on the computer much better than 
writing at their desks

Students will be more serious as we go forward

Finally have an understanding of the process



How can E-mail help?

Students love getting to email

Structure the emails just like structuring a paper

Students can save emails and edit them later

Students will work on assignments at home

Students learn skills to help with computer test



Setting up Rules

Use full sentences

Avoid full caps

Slow down

Have a beginning and an 
end

Reread your email before 
you send it

Follow friendly letter 
format

Use proper capitalization, 
usage, punctuation,  and 
spelling



Ideas for E-mailing

Book reviews - write 
an email to a friend 
and suggest a book

Send writing prompts 
through email

Assign writing buddies 
- partners can send 
drafts to each other

Use discussion boards 
as an opportunity to 
practice writing skills



E-mail suggestions

Ask an expert - 
www.allexperts.com - 
teach different types 
of writing

Write an 
autobiography - have 
students introduce 
themselves through 
email

Write a biography - 
students draft, edit, 
revise and then share 
their biography with 
their email buddy

Use ePals to connect 
to other classrooms - 
teach netiquette



More E-mail tips

Email political 
representatives

Story writing and/or 
progressive stories - 
students share stories 
or poems others can 
add to story

Email for college 
information

Email an author



Benefits of E-mail

Increases self esteem of 
students

Encourages and 
motivates students to 
become involved in 
authentic writing for a 
real audience

Increases critical 
thinking because 
students become 
collaborators in the 
creation of knowledge

It makes learning 
relevant

Students are more 
interested in email and 
message boards



Setup School Guideline
Come up with a set of school guidelines for using 
Email with students based on your District’s 
Acceptable Use Policy

Make sure to include:

Teachers

Principal

District Director

Students



Decide on Email Software

www.gaggle.net

www.google.com/a/edu

www.pikluk.com

Your school system (our district uses  Sharpschool)



Create an Account for Your 
School

Gaggle is the tool that we have chosen for this 
session.

Login to www.gaggle.net

Once you have setup your new account for your 
school...gaggle will contact YOU within 48 hours





Setting Up Your Students 
and Teachers

Login to Gaggle.net



Student/Teacher Setup

Look at School Setup

View Users

Add Users

Your Individual Setting



Adding Your Users

! Add Users



Adding Users...Cont.

Importing 
Students as a 
group



Student Setup cont.

Copy and Paste





Teacher Setup

Enter in all the teachers 
manually that you want to take 
part in this. 

Add User



Teacher Help  

Get Teacher 
help at 
anytime



Let’s Use Email

Have Students to Login

Decide if they are going to change their 
password; if YES...do that now; if NO, continue 
on.



Jump To: Velocity

Show student how to create and send email 
messages.



Questions?

Do you have any questions

If you would like to contact  us at a later time, 
please feel free to “email”....                                           

We’ve Got Mail! 


